
Introduction
Traditionally, rural communities in Colombia rely on natural 

resources from the environment. El Tiple, a rural community with 

1,800 inhabitants located in Colombia [1] (Fig. 1), has been 

negatively impacted by the presence of the sugarcane industry 

[1] (Fig. 2).
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Fig. 2. Factors affecting the context of El Tiple. Adapted from [1-2].
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Fig. 1. Map of El Tiple, Colombia [1]

Methodology

This research is based on community-based participatory research 
(CBPR) guidelines. Surveys (n=45) were administered to assess 
demographic information and water consumption. Interviews 
(n=7) were conducted to investigate the effect of mono cultivation 
on cultural aspects and to evaluate the role of government 
positions in addressing environmental challenges.

Fig. 3. Mixed methods techniques

Fig. 5. Assets map

Survey Community meetings

To characterize the context of the community in terms of 
knowledge, assets, needs, and challenges, focusing on water and 
environmental issues.

Objectives

The long-term objective of the project is that 
community members can use tools to support natural 
resources management and provide accurate data to 
respective governmental agencies.

Results

Data gathered from interviews indicated several trends, 
including an increase in deforestation and water contamination 
and a loss of gastronomy and food traditions. Community 
leaders have stressed the importance of sustainability and self-
sufficiency through preservation of remaining territory and 
education of younger generations.

Fig. 4. Survey results
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